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(57) ABSTRACT

A three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory device
includes a plurality of word line structures extended in par-
allel and including a plurality of interlayer dielectric layers
and a plurality of word lines that are alternately stacked over
a substrate, a plurality of channels protruding from the sub-
strate configured to penetrate the plurality of interlayer
dielectric layers and the plurality of word lines, and an air gap
formed between the plurality of word line structures.
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1
3-D NON-VOLATILE MEMORY DEVICE AND
METHOD OF MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

Priority to Korean patent application number 10-2010-
0127612 filed on Dec. 14, 2010, the entire disclosure of which
is incorporated by reference herein, is claimed.

BACKGROUND

Exemplary embodiments relate to a semiconductor device
and a method of manufacturing the same and, more particu-
larly, to a three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory
device and a method of manufacturing the same.

A non-volatile memory device retains data although power
is off. A 3-D non-volatile memory device may have a higher
data capacity and a higher integration degree than a 2-D
non-volatile memory device.

The structure of a conventional 3-D non-volatile memory
device and features thereof are described below.

FIG. 1A is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of
an exemplary 3-D non-volatile memory device according to
the conventional technology.

As shown in FIG. 1A, the 3-D non-volatile memory device
according to the conventional technology includes a plurality
of memory cells MC stacked along channels CH protruding
from a substrate 10. The plurality of memory cells MC is
coupled in series between a lower select transistor LST and an
upper select transistor UST to form one string. Furthermore,
a bit line BL is coupled to the channels CH.

In FIG. 1A, reference numerals ‘11’ and ‘16’ denote a gate
insulation layer, reference numeral ‘13’ denotes a lower select
line, reference numeral ‘15 denotes a word line, and refer-
ence numeral ‘17’ denotes an upper select line. Furthermore,
reference numeral ‘12’ denotes an interlayer dielectric layer,
which is formed of an oxide layer.

The structure of FIG. 1A has an RC delay because the word
lines 15 are extended in a specific direction. In order to
prevent the RC delay, a resistance of the word lines 15 may be
reduced by siliciding the edge regions of the word lines 15.

If the number of stacked memory cells MC is increased in
order to increase the degree of integration in the memory
device, the total thickness of the memory stack is increased.
By increasing the thickness of the memory device, an etch
process may be more difficult. Furthermore, a capacitance
between conductive lines varies, and a gap-fill margin is
reduced, and thus gap-filling characteristics vary for the con-
ductive lines. Furthermore, the electrical properties of the
memory device are deteriorated because of disturbances gen-
erated between the word lines. A method of reducing the
thickness of the interlayer dielectric layer 12 that reduces the
total thickness of a memory stack may address some of the
above described features of the memory devices.

FIG. 1B is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the word
line regions ofthe 3-D non-volatile memory device according
to the conventional technology. FIG. 1B is an enlarged cross-
sectional view of a region A in FIG. 1A.

If'the edge regions 15 A of the word lines 15 are silicided as
shown in FIG. 1B, RC delay may be reduced to some extent
because the resistance of the edge regions 15A is lowered. If
the edge regions 15A are silicided, current mostly flows
through the edge regions 15A of the word lines. However, RC
delay may still remain because the capacitance between the
neighboring word lines 15 or 15A (as denoted by the capaci-
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tor symbol illustrated in FIG. 1B) is great because the inter-
layer dielectric layer 12 exists between the neighboring word
lines 15 and 15A.

More specifically, if the thickness of the interlayer dielec-
tric layer 12 is reduced so as to reduce the total thickness of
the memory stack, RC delay increases because the capaci-
tance between the neighboring word lines 15 or 15A is further
increased.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Exemplary embodiments relate to a 3-D non-volatile
memory device suitable for decreasing RC delay and a
method of manufacturing the same.

A three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory device
according to an aspect of the present disclosure includes a
plurality of word line structures extended in parallel including
a plurality of interlayer dielectric layers and a plurality of
word lines that are alternately stacked over a substrate, a
plurality of channels protruding from the substrate configured
to penetrate the plurality of interlayer dielectric layers and the
plurality of word lines, and an air gap formed between the
plurality of word line structures.

A three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory device
according to another aspect of the present disclosure includes
a plurality of channels protruding from a lower structure, a
plurality of word lines stacked along each of the channels, and
an air gap formed between the word lines.

A method of manufacturing a three-dimensional (3-D)
non-volatile memory device according to yet another aspect
of the present disclosure includes forming a plurality of
memory cells stacked along channels protruded from a sub-
strate, wherein the channels penetrate a plurality of first mate-
rial layers and a plurality of second material layers that are
alternately stacked over the substrate, forming a plurality of
word line structures extended in parallel, forming a slit
between the plurality of word line structures by etching the
plurality of first material layers and the plurality of second
material layers between neighboring channels, and forming
an air gap between the plurality of word line structures by
forming an insulating layer to cover a top of the slit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a cross-sectional view illustrating the structure
of'a known 3-D non-volatile memory device;

FIG. 1B is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the word
line regions of the known 3-D non-volatile memory device;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the word line
regions of a 3-D non-volatile memory device according to an
embodiment of this disclosure;

FIGS. 3A to 3D are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method of manufacturing the 3-D non-volatile memory
device according to a first embodiment of this disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a 3-D non-volatile
memory device according to a second embodiment of this
disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a 3-D non-volatile
memory device according to a third embodiment of this dis-
closure;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a 3-D non-volatile
memory device according to a fourth embodiment of this
disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a 3-D non-volatile
memory device according to a fifth embodiment of this dis-
closure;
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FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of a
3-D floating gate-type non-volatile memory device according
to a sixth embodiment of this disclosure; and

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of a
3-D U-shaped channel-type non-volatile memory device
according to a seventh embodiment of this disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, some exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. The figures are provided to allow
those having ordinary skill in the art to understand the scope
of the embodiments of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the word line
regions of a 3-D non-volatile memory device according to an
embodiment of this disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 2, the 3-D non-volatile memory device
according to the embodiment of this disclosure includes an air
gap 22 between neighboring word lines 20, 20A. The word
line edge region 20A may be silicided. Furthermore, the air
gap 22 may be formed between neighboring word lines of the
word lines 20, 20A or may be formed between some of the
word lines 20, 20A.

The structure including an air gap 22 may reduce a capaci-
tance to %5 or less of the capacitance of the conventional
technology because the air gap is made of air, which has a
lower dielectric constant than an interlayer dielectric layer.
Accordingly, the capacitance between the neighboring word
lines 20, 20A can be reduced and thus RC delay can be
decreased. Furthermore, since the thickness of the interlayer
dielectric layer 21 may be reduced without increasing RC
delay, the total thickness of a memory stack can be reduced,
anetch process is less difficult, the manufacturing process can
be simplified, and the manufacturing costs can be reduced. In
addition, disturbances between the word lines 20, 20A can be
reduced.

Various methods of manufacturing the 3-D non-volatile
memory device using the air gap according to exemplary
embodiments of this disclosure are described below with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 3A to 3D are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method of manufacturing the 3-D non-volatile memory
device according to a first embodiment of this disclosure. For
illustration purposes, select transistors are not shown, and the
method of manufacturing the select transistors is omitted.

As shown in FIG. 3A, a plurality of first material layers and
a plurality of second material layers are alternately formed
over a substrate 30.

The first material layers and the second material layers
form a plurality of word lines. Each of'the first material layers
is used to form an interlayer dielectric layer for separating the
word lines from each other, and the second material layers are
used to form the word lines through a subsequent process.

The first material layer and the second material layer are
made of materials having a large etch selectivity. For
example, the first material layer may be formed of an inter-
layer dielectric layer or a sacrificial layer, and the second
material layer may be formed of a conductive layer or a
sacrificial layer.

Hereinafter, in the first embodiment, the first material layer
is an interlayer dielectric layer 31 and the second material
layer is a conductive layer 32.

The interlayer dielectric layers 31 and the conductive lay-
ers 32 are alternately formed and then etched to form trenches
for channels 33. A charge blocking layer, a charge trap layer,
and a tunnel insulating layer 34 are formed on the inner walls
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4

of the trenches. After a charge blocking layer, a charge trap
layer, and a tunnel insulating layer 34 are formed, channels 33
are formed. A plurality of memory cells MC are stacked along
the channels 33. The channels 33 protrude from the substrate
30 and are formed to penetrate the plurality of interlayer
dielectric layers 31 and the plurality of conductive layers 32.

Here, the plurality of channels 33 are formed at specific
intervals in a first direction I-I' and a second direction II-1I'
crossing the first direction. Furthermore, in FIG. 3A, although
the interlayer dielectric layer 31 and the conductive layer 32
are shown to have the same thickness, the interlayer dielectric
layer 31 may be thinner than the conductive layer 32.

Referring to FIG. 3B, a plurality of word line structures A
are formed in parallel, extending in the first direction, and a
slit T1 between the plurality of word line structures A is
formed by etching the plurality of interlayer dielectric layers
31 and the plurality of conductive layers 32 until the substrate
30 is exposed between neighboring channels 33. Each of the
word line structures A has a structure where the plurality of
interlayer dielectric layers 31A and the plurality of word lines
32A are alternately stacked.

The word line structure A has a structure in which the
plurality of interlayer dielectric layers 31 and the plurality of
conductive layers 32 are alternately stacked. The word line
structure A includes the plurality of memory cells MC stacked
along the channel 33. In FIG. 3B, each of the word line
structures A has been illustrated to include one channel col-
umn, but each of the word line structures A may include two
or more channel columns.

As shown in FIG. 3C, the edge regions 32B of'the plurality
of word lines 32A exposed by the slit T1 are silicided. For
example, a metal layer is formed within the slit T1, the edge
regions 32B of the word lines 32A may be silicided by an
annealing process, and the remaining metal layer is removed.

Furthermore, recess regions R1 are formed by recessing
the plurality of interlayer dielectric layers 31A. The recess
regions R1 are formed by etching the interlayer dielectric
layers 31A to a specific thickness on the side of the word line
structures A where the slit T1 was formed. The slit T1 is
extended into the recess region R1.

Here, the interlayer dielectric layers 31A may be recessed
to remove the portion of the interlayer dielectric layers 31A
surrounding at least the edge regions 32B of the silicided
word lines. For example, the interlayer dielectric layers 31A
may be recessed to the specific thickness using a remote
plasma process using NF; or SF; or a wet etch process using
diluted HF or an BOE (Buffered Oxide Etchant).

Inthe firstembodiment, the interlayer dielectric layers 31 A
are recessed after the silicidation process is performed, but
the silicidation process may be performed after the interlayer
dielectric layers 31A are recessed.

In FIG. 3C, the recessed interlayer dielectric layers are
assigned reference numeral ‘31B°, and the slit extended by
the recess regions is assigned reference numeral “T2’.

As shown in FIG. 3D, an insulating layer 36 is formed over
the uppermost interlayer dielectric layer 31B and covering the
top of the extended slit T2. An air gap 35 is formed between
the plurality of word line structures A and covered by the
insulating layer 36. The air gap 35 is enclosed by the plurality
of interlayer dielectric layers 31A and the plurality of word
lines 32A and the silicided word line edge regions 32B.

The insulating layer 36 may be formed using a Plasma
Enhanced Chemical Vapor Deposition (PECVD) method.

FIGS. 4 to 6 are cross-sectional views of the 3-D non-
volatile memory device including an air gap according to
second to fourth embodiments of this disclosure. In FIGS.
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4-6, only memory cells are shown and select transistors pro-
vided over and under the memory cells are not illustrated.

The second to the fourth embodiments describe various
structures of air gaps according to exemplary embodiment of
this disclosure. The structures other than the air gaps may be
the same as those of the memory device according to the first
embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 4, an air gap 45 according to the second
embodiment is formed between word line structures A. The
air gap 45 according to the second embodiment is formed by
covering the top of a slit between the word line structures A
with an insulating layer 46. As shown in FIG. 4, the interlayer
dielectric layers 41 are not recessed before forming the air gap
45.

As shown in FIG. 5, an air gap 55 according to the third
embodiment of this disclosure is formed between word line
structures A and is configured to include recess regions
formed by recessing interlayer dielectric layers 51 to a spe-
cific thickness. The air gap 55 according to the third embodi-
ment is formed by forming a slit, extending the slit by etching
the interlayer dielectric layers 51 on the sides of the word line
structures A closest to the slit to a specific thickness, and then
covering the top of the extended slit with an insulating layer
56. Accordingly, the air gap 55 according to the third embodi-
ment is formed to surround the edge regions of word lines 52.

As shown in FIG. 6, an air gap 65 according to the fourth
embodiment of this disclosure is formed between word line
structures A. The edge regions of word lines 62 are silicided
to form silicided edge regions 62A. The air gap 65 according
to the fourth embodiment is formed by etchings a slit, silicid-
ing the edge regions 62A of the word lines 62 exposed by the
sidewalls of the word line structure A, and then covering the
top of the slit with an insulating layer 66.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a 3-D non-volatile
memory device according to a fiftth embodiment of this dis-
closure. The fifth embodiment illustrates an example using
the air gap according to the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 7, the 3-D non-volatile memory device
according to the fifth embodiment of this disclosure includes
a plurality of memory cells MC that are stacked along chan-
nels CH protruding from a substrate 70. The plurality of
memory cells MC is coupled in series between a lower select
transistor LST and an upper select transistor UST to form a
string. The 3-D non-volatile memory device according to the
fifth embodiment of this disclosure includes an air gap 77
between word line structures A and an insulating layer 78
formed on the top of the air gap 77.

The lower select transistor LST and the upper select tran-
sistor UST include the channels CH and a gate insulation
layer 73 surrounding the channels CH. Edge regions 72A of a
lower select line 72 and edge regions 76 A of an upper select
line 76 may be silicided.

The plurality of memory cells MC includes the channel
CH, and a tunnel insulating layer, a charge trap layer, and a
charge blocking layer 75 surrounding the channel CH. A
method of manufacturing the plurality of memory cells MC is
described below in short.

For example, first material layers may be interlayer dielec-
tric layers 71 and second material layers may be word lines
74. In this example, trenches for the channels CH may be
formed by etching the interlayer dielectric layers 71 and the
word lines 74, which are alternately stacked over the substrate
70. The charge blocking layer, the charge trap layer, and the
tunnel insulating layer 75 may be sequentially formed over
the inner walls of the trenches. Subsequently, the channels
CH are formed within the trenches to form the plurality of
memory cells.
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For a second example, first material layers may be sacrifi-
cial layers, such as undoped polysilicon layers or undoped
amorphous silicon layers, and second material layers may be
conductive layers for the word lines, such as doped polysili-
con layers or doped amorphous silicon layers. For example,
the doped polysilicon layers and doped amorphous silicon
layers may be doped with impurities, such as boron (B).

In the second example, trenches for the channels CH may
be formed by etching the sacrificial layers (not shown) and the
conductive layers 74, which are alternately stacked over the
substrate 70. A charge blocking layer, a charge trap layer, and
atunnel insulating layer 75 may be sequentially formed on the
inner walls of the trenches, and channels are formed within
the trenches. A slit may be formed by etching the sacrificial
layers and the conductive layers 74 between neighboring
channels CH. A plurality of insulation regions may be formed
by removing the sacrificial layers exposed by the slit. Subse-
quently, the plurality of memory cells MC may be formed by
burying an interlayer dielectric layer in the insulation regions
to separate the stacked conductive layers 74.

For yet another example, first material layers may be the
interlayer dielectric layers 71 and second material layers may
be sacrificial layers, such as nitride layers. In this example,
trenches for the channels CH may be formed by etching the
plurality of interlayer dielectric layers 71 and the plurality of
sacrificial layers (not shown), which are alternately stacked
over the substrate 70, and channels are formed within the
trenches. A slit may be formed by etching the plurality of
interlayer dielectric layers 71 and the plurality of sacrificial
layers between neighboring channels CH. A plurality of word
line regions may be formed by removing the plurality of
sacrificial layers exposed by the slit. A tunnel insulating layer,
a charge trap layer, and the charge blocking layer 75 may be
formed along the entire surface of a result in which the plu-
rality of word line regions is formed. Subsequently, the plu-
rality of memory cells MC may be formed by burying a
conductive layer, such as a metal layer, in the word line
regions to separate the word lines. In this example, unlike in
FIG. 7, the tunnel insulating layer, the charge trap layer, and
the charge blocking layer 75 are formed to surround the word
lines 74.

In FIG. 7, the air gap according to the first embodiment is
shown, but the air gaps according to the second to the fourth
embodiments may also be used.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of a
3-D floating gate-type non-volatile memory device according
to a sixth embodiment of this disclosure. The sixth embodi-
ment illustrates an example using the air gap according to the
first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 8, the 3-D non-volatile memory device
according to the sixth embodiment of this disclosure includes
a plurality of memory cells MC that are stacked along chan-
nels CH protruding from a substrate 80. The plurality of
memory cells MC is coupled in series between a lower select
transistor LST and an upper select transistor UST to form a
string. The 3-D non-volatile memory device according to the
sixth embodiment of this disclosure includes an air gap 89
between word line structures A and an insulating layer 90
formed on the top of the air gap 89.

The lower select transistor LST and the upper select tran-
sistor UST include the channels CH and a gate insulation
layer 83 surrounding the channels CH. Edge regions 82A ofa
lower select line 82 and edge regions 88 A of an upper select
line 88 may be silicided.

The plurality of memory cells MC includes the channel
CH, a tunnel insulating layer 85 surrounding the channel CH,
a floating gate 86 interposed between an interlayer dielectric
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layer 81 and the tunnel insulating layer 85, and a charge
blocking layer 87 interposed between the floating gate 86 and
a word line 84.

A method of forming the plurality of memory cells MC
according to the preset embodiment is described below in
short.

For example, first material layers may be the interlayer
dielectric layers 81 and second material layers may be the
word lines 84. In this example, trenches for the channels CH
may be formed by etching the plurality of interlayer dielectric
layers 81 and the word lines 84, which are alternately stacked
over the substrate 80. A plurality of floating regions may be
formed by recessing the plurality of interlayer dielectric lay-
ers 81, exposed by the trenches, to a specific thickness. The
charge blocking layer 87 may be formed on the entire surface
of the plurality of floating regions. The plurality of floating
gates 86 may be formed by burying a conductive layer in the
plurality of floating regions over and in between the areas
where the charge blocking layer 87 is formed. Subsequently,
the tunnel insulating layer 85 may be formed on the inner
walls of the trenches. Subsequently, the channels CH are
formed in the trenches to form the plurality of memory cells
MC.

For another example, first material layers may be sacrificial
layers, such as undoped polysilicon layers or undoped amor-
phous silicon layers, and second material layers may be con-
ductive layers for word lines, such as doped polysilicon layers
or doped amorphous silicon layers.

In this example, trenches for the channels CH may be
formed by etching the plurality of sacrificial layers (not
shown) and the plurality of conductive layers 84, which are
alternately stacked over the substrate 80. A plurality of float-
ing regions may be formed by recessing the plurality of inter-
layer dielectric layers 81, exposed by the trenches, to a spe-
cific thickness. The charge blocking layer 87 may be formed
on the entire surface of the plurality of floating regions. The
plurality of floating gates 86 may be formed by burying a
conductive layer in the plurality of floating regions over and
in between the areas where the charge blocking layer 87 is
formed. Subsequently, after the tunnel insulating layer 85 is
formed on the inner walls of the trenches, the channels CH
may be formed in the trenches. A slit may be formed by
etching the plurality of sacrificial layers and the plurality of
conductive layers 84 between neighboring channels CH. A
plurality of insulation regions may be formed by removing
the plurality of sacrificial layers exposed the slit. Subse-
quently, the plurality of memory cells MC may be formed by
burying an interlayer dielectric layer in the plurality of insu-
lation regions to separate the stacked word lines.

For yet another example, trenches for the channels CH may
be formed by etching the plurality of interlayer dielectric
layers 81 and the plurality of sacrificial layer (not shown),
which are alternately stacked over the substrate 80. A plural-
ity of floating regions may be formed by recessing the plu-
rality of interlayer dielectric layers 81, exposed by the
trenches, to a specific thickness. The charge blocking layer 87
may be formed on the entire surface of the plurality of floating
regions. The plurality of floating gates 86 may be formed by
burying a conductive layer in the plurality of floating regions
over and in between the areas where the charge blocking layer
87 is formed. Subsequently, after the tunnel insulating layer
85 is formed on the inner walls of the trenches, the channels
CH may be formed in the trenches. A slit may be formed by
etching the plurality of interlayer dielectric layers 81 and the
plurality of sacrificial layers between neighboring channels
CH. A plurality of word line regions may be formed by
removing the plurality of sacrificial layers exposed by the slit.
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The plurality of memory cells MC may be formed by burying
a conductive layer in the plurality of word line regions to
separate the word lines 84.

In FIG. 8, the air gap according to the first embodiment is
shown, but the air gaps according to the second to the fourth
embodiments may also be used.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view showing the structure of a
3-D U-shaped channel-type non-volatile memory device
according to a seventh embodiment of this disclosure. The
seventh embodiment illustrates an example using the air gap
according to the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 9, the 3-D non-volatile memory device
according to the present embodiment includes a plurality of
memory cells MC stacked along a U-shaped channel. The
U-shaped channel includes a first channel CH1 buried in a
pipe gate 100 and two or more second channels CH2 coupled
to the first channel CH1. The plurality of memory cells MC is
arranged in a U shape between a first select transistor ST1 and
a second select transistor ST2 formed over the memory cells
MC. The plurality of memory cells MC and the first select
transistor ST1 and the second select transistor ST2 form one
string. An air gap 106 is formed between the two second
channels CH2. An insulating layer 107 is formed on the top of
the air gap 106. In some embodiments, the air gap may be
formed between neighboring U-shaped channels, or the air
gap may be formed between the second channels CH2 within
the U-shaped channels and between neighboring U-shaped
channels.

The U-shaped channel includes the first select transistor
ST1, the second select transistor ST2, and the plurality of
memory cells MC. A tunnel insulating layer, a charge trap
layer, and a charge blocking layer 105 may be formed to
surround the U-shaped channel. The tunnel insulating layer,
the charge trap layer, and the charge blocking layer 105
formed in the channel regions of the first select transistor ST1
and the second select transistor ST2 may be gate insulation
layers. In some embodiments, the gate insulation layer
formed in the channel regions of the first select transistor ST1
and the second select transistor ST2 may be an oxide layer.

The edge region 103A of a first select line 103, the edge
region 102 A of a second select line 102, and the edge regions
104 A of word lines 104 may be silicided.

A method of forming the plurality of memory cells MC and
the firstand the second select transistors ST1and ST2 accord-
ing to the seventh embodiment of this disclosure is described
below.

First, after an interlayer dielectric layer (not shown) is
formed over a substrate (not shown), a pipe gate 100 is formed
on the interlayer dielectric layer. A first trench is formed by
etching the pipe gate 100. A first sacrificial layer (not shown),
such as a nitride layer, is buried in the first trench. A plurality
of first material layers 101 and a plurality of second material
layers 104 are alternately formed over the pipe gate 100
where the first sacrificial layer is buried. The first and the
second material layers 101 and 104 are etched to form two
second trenches coupled to the first trench. A second sacrifi-
cial layer (not shown) is formed in the second trenches.

Subsequently, the interlayer dielectric layers 101 and the
first and the second select lines 103 and 102 are formed over
the resulting surface. A trench for a U-shaped channel is
formed by removing the second sacrificial layer and the first
sacrificial layer. Subsequently, the charge blocking layer, the
charge trap layer, and the tunnel insulating layer 105 are
sequentially formed over the inner wall of the trench for the
U-shaped channel, thereby forming the channels CH1 and
CH2.
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Subsequently, a slit may be formed by etching the first
material layers 101 and the second material layers 104. The
first material layer 101 or the second material layer 104 is
recessed, and interlayer dielectric layers or the word lines are
formed. Accordingly, the plurality of memory cells MC, the
first select transistor ST1, and the second select transistor ST2
are formed.

In the present embodiment, an example has been described
in which the channels CH1 and CH2 are formed by fully
burying a layer for the channels in the trenches for the
U-shaped channel. However, the channels CH1 and CH2 may
be formed so that a central region is opened along the inner
face of the trench for the U-shaped channel, and the opened
central region may be filled with an insulating layer.

Furthermore, in FIG. 9, the air gap according to the first
embodiment is shown, but the air gaps according to the sec-
ond embodiment to fourth embodiments may also be used.
Furthermore, in FIG. 9, the charge trap-type non-volatile
memory device is shown, but a U-shaped channel-type non-
volatile memory device having floating gates, like the
embodiment shown in FIG. 8, may also be manufactured.

The present disclosure provides the 3-D non-volatile
memory device including the air gap between neighboring
word lines. Accordingly, RC delay in the memory device can
be decreased because capacitance between neighboring word
lines is reduced. Furthermore, since the thickness of an inter-
layer dielectric layer is reduced, the memory devices may be
highly integrated.

What is claimed is:

1. A three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory device,
comprising:

a substrate having a surface in a X-Y plane;

aplurality of word line structures extended in a X-axis and
neighbored in a Y-axis, wherein each of the plurality of
word line structures comprises a plurality of interlayer
dielectric layers stacked in a Z-axis over the substrate
and a plurality of word lines interposed between the
interlayer dielectric layers;

a plurality of channel layers extended in the Z-axis and
configured to penetrate the plurality of interlayer dielec-
tric layers and the plurality of word lines; and

an air gap formed between the word line structures neigh-
bored in the Y-axis,

wherein the X-axis and the Y-axis are orthogonal to each
other and defined in the X-Y plane, and the Z-axis is
orthogonal to the X-Y plane.

2. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, wherein
edge regions of the plurality of word lines, exposed by side-
walls of the plurality of word line structures, are silicided.

3. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, wherein
the air gap comprises recess regions, wherein the recess
regions are regions formed by recessing the plurality of inter-
layer dielectric layers, exposed by sidewalls of the plurality of
word line structures.
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4. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, further
comprising:

a tunnel insulating layer surrounding the channel layers;

a charge trap layer on the tunnel insulating layer; and

a charge blocking layer on the charge trap layer.

5. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, further
comprising:

a tunnel insulating layer surrounding the channel layers;

floating gates interposed between the plurality of interlayer
dielectric layers and the tunnel insulating layer; and

a charge blocking layer interposed between the floating
gates and the word lines.

6. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, wherein
each of the channel layers is a U-shaped channel layer includ-
ing a first channel layer buried in a pipe gate and at least two
second channel layers configured to penetrate the plurality of
interlayer dielectric layers and the plurality of word lines and
coupled to the first channel layer.

7. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 6, wherein
the air gap is formed between neighboring U-shaped channel
layers, between the second channel layers included in each of
the U-shaped channel layers, or between neighboring
U-shaped channel layers and between the second channel
layers included in each of the U-shaped channel layers.

8. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 1, further
comprising:

an insulating layer covering the air gap and the plurality of
word line structures.

9. A three-dimensional (3-D) non-volatile memory device,

comprising:

a lower structure having a surface in a X-Y plane;

a first word line structure extended in a X-axis and includ-
ing first interlayer dielectric layers stacked in a Z-axis
over the lower structure and first word lines interposed
between the first interlayer dielectric layers;

first channel layers extended in the Z-axis and passing
through the first word line structure;

a second word line structure extended in the X-axis includ-
ing second interlayer dielectric layers stacked in the
Z-axis and second word lines interposed between the
second interlayer dielectric layers, wherein the first
word line structure and the second word line structure
are neighbored in a Y-axis;

second channel layers extended in the Z-axis and passing
through the second word line structure; and

an air gap formed between the first word line structure and
the second word line structure neighbored in the Y-axis,

wherein the X-axis and the Y-axis are orthogonal to each
other and defined in the X-Y plane, and the Z-axis is
orthogonal to the X-Y plane.

10. The 3-D non-volatile memory device of claim 9, further

comprising:

an insulating layer covering the air gap and the plurality of
word line structures.

#* #* #* #* #*



